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Department of Human Resources

311 West Saratoga Street 

Baltimore MD  21201
FIA INFORMATION MEMO



Control Number:  99-04
Issuance Date:

TO:
DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS

FROM:
LYNDA FOX, DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR PROGRAMS AND LOCAL OPERATIONS


RE:
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE OF STATUS FOR IMMIGRANTS

PROGRAM AFFECTED:
FOOD STAMPS AND TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE

ORIGINATING OFFICE:
 OFFICE OF POLICY AND RESEARCH

SUMMARY

This Information Memo provides guidance in the types of documents that immigrants may present to case managers to verify their status.  Detailed information is contained in a booklet sent to local departments titled Guidance for Noncitizen Verification Procedures.  You may find policy information about the eligibility of immigrants in the following action transmittals:

#98-20 – Immigrants – Food Stamp Program

#98-39 – Legal Immigrants – Temporary Cash Assistance

#98-34 – Quarters of Coverage History System

#98-42 – New Interpretation of the 5-year Ban  

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE OF STATUS FOR FEDERAL TCA AND FOOD STAMP ELIGIBLITY

The documents listed below demonstrate lawful status, and you should not require presentation of a registration document (I-551, I-94, I-688B) if the applicant presents one of the other legally acceptable documents that reasonably appears to be genuine.  If the document is questionable because it does not appear on its face to be genuine, or does not relate to the person presenting it, ask the applicant to produce his or her registration document as additional evidence of immigration status.  

REMINDERS:

· Do not request additional documentation for a discriminatory reason.

· Do not request verification of the immigration status of individuals who are not included in the assistance unit.

· Alien Lawfully Admitted for Permanent Residence (LPR) who has worked or can be credited with 40 qualifying quarters or who is otherwise eligible.

· LPR

· INS Form I-551 (Alien Registration Receipt Card, commonly known as a "green card"); or

· Unexpired Temporary I-551 stamp in foreign passport or on INS Form I-94.

40 Qualifying Quarters:

Use the Quarters of Coverage History System in the State Verification Exchange System to verify eligibility based on work history.

REMINDER:  Refugees are eligible for a period of 5 years after date of entry, even if that status is adjusted to LPR.  Asylees, Cuban/Haitian entrants, Amerasians and immigrants whose deportation or removal has been withheld also are eligible for a period of 5 years after they obtain their status, even if that status is adjusted to LPR.

· LPR who is Otherwise Eligible.  An LPR who does not have 40 qualifying quarters will still be eligible if he or she:

· Originally entered the U.S. as a refugee within the previous 5 years was granted asylum during the previous 5 years, or had his or her deportation or removal withheld within the last 5 years.

· If the applicant states he or she was admitted as a refugee within the previous 5 years, review the INS Form I-551 for code RE-6, RE7, RE8, or RE9.  Determine the date of admission from the date on the card.

· If an applicant attests to having been granted asylum or having had deportation or removal withheld file INS form G-845 and Supplement along with a copy of the I-551.

· Is an honorably discharged veteran who fulfilled minimum active duty service requirements, or is a person on non-training active duty or is the spouse, dependent child, or unremarried spouse.  Ask for documentation from the Veteran’s Administration or the Department of Defense. 

· Asylee

· INS Form I-94 annotated with stamp showing grant of asylum under section 208 of the INA

· INS Form I-688 B (Employment Authorization Card) annotated "274a.12(a)(5)"

· INS Form I-766 (Employment Authorization Document) annotated "A5"

· Grant letter from the Asylum Office of INS; or

· Order of an immigration judge, granting asylum.

· The 5-year limit: The INS form I-94, the INS grant letter, and court order will each include the date the asylee status was obtained.  If the applicant cannot provide any of these documents, file an INS form G-845 and Supplement along with a copy of pertinent documents.

· Refugee

· INS Form I-94 annotated with a stamp showing admission under section 207 of the INA;

· INS Form I-688 B (Employment Authorization Card) annotated "274a.12(a)(3)"

· INS Form I-766 (Employment Authorization Document) annotated "A3"

· INS-Form 571 (Refugee Travel Document)

· The 5-year limit: The date of the inspection on the refugee stamp on the INS form I-94 indicates the date of admission as a refugee.  If the date is missing or applicant cannot provide an I-94, file an INS Form G-845 and Supplement along with a copy of pertinent documents.

· Alien Whose Deportation or Removal was Withheld

· INS Form I-688B (Employment Authorization Card) annotated "274a.12(a)(10)

· INS Form I-766 (Employment Authorization Document) annotated "A10"

· Order from an immigration judge showing deportation withheld under section 243(h) of the INA as in effect prior to April 1, 1997, or removal withheld under section 241(b)(3) of the INA

· The 5-year limit: The court order will include the date the deportation was withheld.  If the applicant does not present a court order, file an INS form G-845 and Supplement along with a copy of pertinent documents.

· Cuban/Haitian Entrant

· INS Form I-551 (Alien Registration Card) with a code CU6, CU7, or CH6

· Unexpired temporary I-551 stamp in a foreign passport or on INS Form I-94 with the code CU6 or CU7, or 

· INS Form I-94 with a stamp showing paroled as "Cuban/Haitian Entrant" under Section 212(d)(5) of the INA.

· The 5-year limit: The I-551 or the date of inspection on the stamp on INS form I-94 will indicate the date status was granted.  If the date is missing, on form I-94, file an INS form G-845 and Supplement along with a copy of pertinent documents.

· Amerasian Immigrants

· INS Form I-551 with the code AM6, AM7, or AM8, 

· Unexpired temporary I-551 stamp in foreign passport, or 

· INS Form I-94 with unexpired stamp with code AM1, AM2, or AM3.

· The 5-year limit: The date on the INS Form I-551 or the date of inspection on the stamp on the INS Form I-94 will indicate the date of admission.  If the date is missing on the I-94, file a G-845 and Supplement, along with a copy of the pertinent documents.

· Alien Paroled into the U.S. for a period of at least one year
· INS Form I-94 with stamp showing admission for at least one year under section 212(d)(5) of the INA.  (The applicant cannot aggregate periods of admission for less than one year to meet the one-year requirement.)

· If enter the U.S. on or after August 22, 1996, immigrants are barred from eligibility for “federal means-tested programs” for 5 years from the date they entered the U.S. with the qualified alien status unless they are among the qualified aliens who have unlimited eligibility. Consider eligibility for State benefits.    

Reminder:  Parolees are eligible for food stamp benefits only if they have the listed documentary evidence and a military connection.

· Alien granted Conditional Entry
· INS Form I-94 with stamp showing admission under section 203 (a)(7) of the INA,

· INS Form I-688 B (Employment Authorization Card) annotated “274a.12(a)(3),”

· INS Form I-766 (Employment Authorization Document) annotated “A3.”

· If enter the U.S. on or after August 22, 1996, immigrants are barred from eligibility for “federal means-tested programs” for 5 years from the date they entered the U.S. with the qualified alien status unless they are among the qualified aliens who have unlimited eligibility. Consider eligibility for State benefits.  

Reminder:  Aliens granted conditional entry are eligible for food stamp benefits only if they have the listed documentary evidence and a military connection.

A chart listing the documentary evidence of immigration status is attached for your easy reference.

INQUIRIES

Please contact Kay Finegan at 410-767-7939 with any questions.

Attachment:
Form G-845



Form G-845 Supplement



Chart - Documentary Evidence of Immigration Status

cc:
DHR Executive Staff 

OIM Help Desk 
CIS Testing Facility


FIA Management Staff
Constituent Services
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